English 7 and Literature Syllabus 2018-2019
Instructor: Ms. DeCoste
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Welcome to a new school year! This year will be an exciting and rewarding year for you both academically and socially. I am very pleased to have you in my class. I will do my best to help ensure that you transition smoothly into junior high school. With the combined efforts of you, your parents/guardians, and teacher we should have a successful and productive year!


While in Language Arts, you will explore many areas in reading, writing, grammar, and fun. You will be encouraged to think outside of the box by putting concepts together, and forming plausible reasons for your thinking. 

CLASSROOM RULES:

All rules listed in your planner apply in the classroom. For additional rules, please see the class list posted in class. 

Classroom requirements:

Each student will be required to maintain two 8x11 Spiral Notebook for journal, warm-up assignments, and notes.  The notebooks must be used for this class and no other class, as I will be collecting them periodically for grading. 


Additionally, you must have the following with you at all times:

· 2 Spiral Notebooks


· Colored pencils 

· Glue stick

· Sticky notes 
· Highlighters

· 2 pencils

· Red ink pen

· USB drive

· Headphones (earbuds)

· A silent reading book

· Binder paper

· Dry erase markers
Textbooks: 

The school will provide each student the following textbooks published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt:

California Collections
Collections, Close Reader (consumable)
Collections, Performance Assessment (consumable)
Literature Novel
What Literature and English 7 Grades are Based On and Grading Scale:

Students will be given separate grades for Literature and for English 7 based on their performance on the classroom assignments.  The following grading system will be used:


90-100%

A


80-89%


B


70-79%


C



60-69%


D


Below a 60% 

F
Absences:
The student is responsible to go to the Daily Assignment Calendar, Classroom Planner, or Monitor the same day that they return. It is also the student’s responsibility to make-up missed assignments, journal topics, and class work in accordance with the district policy which is outlined in your planner. I do not accept late work per district policy. 
Need Help?

Any questions or comments regarding any difficulty with the subject matter, graded papers, and/or absent make-up work please write me a note explaining the situation. 

Progress Reports:  

There will be progress reports sent home via the students periodically.  It is the student’s responsibility to return the progress note the following school day, signed by the parent or guardian.  No late notes will be accepted.

Deficiency notices for grades of D and lower will be mailed mid-quarter.  Quarterly report cards will be mailed out at the end of each quarter.  

Important Note:  Parents who wish any additional progress reports must send a handwritten letter with their son or daughter, email, or feel free to call me at 847-2294.  Please allow a 24-hour response for written progress report requests. 
Agenda and planner:  
Oakdale Junior High School hands out planners to each student at the beginning of the school year. Students should write daily assignments, homework, and upcoming tests/quizzes in their planner.  I encourage all parents/guardians to view the planner DAILY to ensure that they are staying on top of assignments and homework. 
Questions or concerns?
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Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  You can contact me at 874-2294 or email at ndecoste@ojusd.org.   Class website http://ndecoste.yolasite.com (scanning the QR code will take you to the website.) 
**************************************************************************************************

Please sign and date and return to Ms. DeCoste
Student Name (Printed): _____________________________________________  Period: _________________________
Student signature: ___________________________________________________ Date:___________________________

Parent/guardian signature: ____________________________________________ Date:___________________________
